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To the broadcasting industry in Hong Kong, the past year has been a time of great significance.  Following the

1998 Review of Television Policy, the Government announced its policy decision to open up the local television

market and to revamp its existing  licensing regime in order to provide for a technology and transmission neutral

regulatory framework to embrace new services made possible by convergence of technologies.  This has

resulted in the opening up of unprecedented possibilities and opportunities.  Meanwhile, considerable work

has been done to prepare for the introduction of the proposed Broadcasting Bill to give effect to those policy

decisions arising from the 1998 Television Policy Review which require statutory backing.

The Broadcasting Authority is glad to have been closely involved in both the 1998 Review and the ground work

for implementing the new regulatory regime.

In the area of content regulation, the Authority is charged with the task of conducting a review of the existing

Codes of Practice with a view to issuing a set of Generic Codes of Practice on Programme and Advertising

Standards for all categories of television programme services under the proposed Broadcasting Bill.  A seminar

was held by the Authority for broadcasters on the general approach to the review, and initial drafting of the

Code was near completion.

Essential to a vibrant broadcasting market is a truly level playing field.  To assist licensees to comply with the

competition provisions in the proposed Broadcasting Bill, the Authority has also started the drafting of a set of

guidelines for the enforcement of the competition provisions.

As regards licensing matters, upon the recommendations of the Authority, the Chief Executive in Council renewed

the commercial television broadcasting licences of Asia Television Limited and Television Broadcasts Limited in

May 1999.  Work is also at an advanced stage in the mid-term review of the subscription television broadcasting

licence of the Hong Kong Cable Television Limited.  A public hearing was held in late 1998 to gather public

opinion on Cable TV's service.
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In July 1999, upon recommendations of the Authority, the Government granted the third satellite television

uplink and downlink licence to APT Satellite Glory Limited.  It is expected that this Hong Kong based satellite

television broadcaster will launch its service in early 2000.

In the past year, the Government, in conjunction with the two terrestrial television broadcasters, started technical

trials on Digital Terrestrial Television.  To gain a first hand experience with the result of the trials, the Authority

has invited the parties involved to present findings at different stages of the testing.

During the year, the Authority has continued its pursuit for increased transparency and accountability.  Since

August 1999, the bi-monthly complaints bulletin has been turned into a monthly issue to give more updated

information to the public.

Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all broadcasting licensees and Radio Television Hong Kong

for their contribution and cooperation during the year, government bodies for their support, and my fellow

Members for their counsel in discharging the responsibilities of the Authority.  My special thanks also go to Mr.

Clement Tao who led the editorial board in preparing this report.  I am confident that the Authority together with

the broadcasting industry in Hong Kong will be ready to embrace new challenges in the year 2000.

LEUNG Nai-pang, Norman, JP

Chairman, Broadcasting Authority
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