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The Millennium Challenges
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The millennium will be greeted with dramatic changes to

the broadcasting landscape.   With advances in technology

and services, together with a regulatory regime that

encourages innovation and investment,  consumers will enjoy

unprecedented choice in quality programmes.

The Authority is determined to do its utmost to facilitate

broadcasters in adjusting to the new broadcasting scene.  We

are keenly aware of the need to listen to their views and will

consult them closely in the preparation of the Generic Codes

of Practice and the guidelines on competition.  Our target is to

promulgate both the Codes and the guidelines in 2000.

The Authority will also devote the coming year to examining

applications for television broadcasting licences made in

response to the Government's invitation for new services.  The

Authority plans to make recommendations to the Chief

Executive in Council in the first half of 2000.

Under the future Broadcasting Ordinance, if enacted, the

Authority will be empowered to issue licences for non-

domestic television programme services and other licensable

television programme services.  The Authority is determined

to discharge this new dimension of regulatory power with

professionalism and dedication.

The Authority will keep itself abreast of the technical trials on DTT

conducted by the Government, and gain first hand information of

the performance of various standards in Hong Kong.
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The Authority is acutely aware of the need to maintain quality

and standards in the face of the proliferation of services and

intense competition.  To further enhance communication

between the Authority and broadcasters on the boundaries of

acceptability, the Authority is set to implement administrative

procedures to provide additional channels for broadcasters to

make written and oral representation to the Authority  in respect

of complaints against their programmes.  The Authority will

also step up public education on programme classification by

outreaching to schools and parent-teacher associations.

A new era in broadcasting is dawning.  The challenge for the

Broadcasting Authority is to ensure that its regulatory role

continues to fulfil the expectation of the community for variety,

quality and standards.
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